
Israel 

תָּנוּ רַבָּנַן:  לְעוֹלָם יָדוּר אָדָם בְּאֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל, אֲפִילּוּ בְּעִיר שֶׁרוּבָּהּ נָכְרִים  וְאַל יָדוּר בְּחוּצָה לָאָרֶץ וַאֲפִילּוּ בְּעִיר שֶׁרוּבָּהּ יִשְׂרָאֵל.  
שֶׁכָּל הַדָּר בְּאֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל דּוֹמֶה כְּמִי שֶׁיֵּשׁ לוֹ אֱלוֹהַּ, וְכָל הַדָּר בְּחוּצָה לָאָרֶץ דּוֹמֶה כְּמִי שֶׁאֵין לוֹ אֱלוֹהַּ, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר »לָתֵת לָכֶם אֶת 

אֶרֶץ כְּנַעַן לִהְיוֹת לָכֶם לֵאלֹהִים.« 

Our Rabbis taught: One should always live in the Land of Israel, even in a town most of whose inhabitants 
are idolaters, but let no one live outside the Land, even in a town most of whose inhabitants are Israelites; for 
whoever lives in the Land of Israel may be considered to have a God, but whoever lives outside the Land may 
be regarded as one who has no God. For it is said in Scripture. “To give you the Land of Canaan, to be your 
God.”  

--Babylonian Talmud, Ketubot 110b

כְּשֵׁם שֶׁהַטַּבּוּר הַזֶּה נָתוּן בְּאֶמְצַע הָאִישׁ, כָּךְ אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל נְתוּנָה בְּאֶמְצַע הָעוֹלָם....  אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל יוֹשֶׁבֶת בְּאֶמְצָעִיתוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלָם, 
וִירוּשָׁלַיִם בְּאֶמְצָעְיתָהּ שֶׁל אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל, וּבֵית הַמִקְדָּשׁ בְּאֶמְצַע יְרוּשָׁלַיִם, וְהַהֵיכָל בְּאֶמְצַע בֵּית הַמִּקְדָּשׁ, וְהָאָרוֹן בְּאֶמְצַע 

הַהֵיכָל, וְאֶבֶן שְׁתִיָּה לִפְנֵי הָאָרוֹן, שֶׁמִּמֶּנָּה נִשְׁתַּת הָעוֹלָם.

As the navel is set in the centre of the human body, 
so is the Land of Israel the navel of the world...  
The Land of Israel is situated in the centre of the world,  
and Jerusalem in the centre of the land of Israel,  
and the sanctuary in the centre of Jerusalem,  
and the holy place in the centre of the sanctuary,  
and the ark in the centre of the holy place,  
and the foundation stone before the holy place,  
because from it the world was founded. 

--Midrash Tanchuma, Kedoshim

I believe that a wondrous generation of Jews will spring into existence.  The Maccabees will rise again.

Let me repeat once more my opening words:  The Jews wish to have a state, and they shall have one.

We shall live at last as free men on our own soil, and die peacefully in our own home.

The world will be freed by our liberty, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our greatness.

And whatever we attempt there to accomplish for our own welfare will react with beneficent force for the good 
of humanity.



--Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State

Herzl, an assimilated European Jew, became convinced of the wisdom of Zionism after witnessing the 
rampant anti-Semitism in Europe.  He is known as the Father of Modern Zionism, and though he died 
before the State of Israel was established, he was instrumental in its founding. 


